Congress of the nited States
Washington, DC 20515

December 4“‘, 2015

The Honorable Paul D. Ryan
Speaker of the House

H-232 The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Ryan,

The United States has a moral imperative to be a safe-haven for those seeking refuge from
violence abroad. As the civil war in Syria reaches its fifth year, and ISIS attempts to gain a
foothold through its systemic practice of persecution and extreme violence, millions of innocent
Syrians have been forced to leave their home country. The challenge to take in these refugees is

global in scale. The United States, as the world’s lone superpower, has the obligation to do its
part.

Given this responsibility, we respectfully urge you to reject attempts to use critical year-end
spending legislation to block the acceptance of refugees, including attempts to defund critical
accounts or efforts to make it harder for refugees of a certain religion to seek sanctuary in the
United States. Rather, we believe that funds available for the vetting and placement of refugees
should be increased to ensure a thorough and expeditious process.

We should all agree that inserting wholesale changes to refugee admission policies into a year-
end spending bill — where they cannot be properly debated or amended — is not the appropriate
way to consider these issues.

Congress should not attempt to strong-arm the President into turning his back on Syrian families
desperately seeking refuge from violence and persecution by threatening to shut down the
government unless he acquiesces to their demands.
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